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Defense Office 

 

 

The expanded African Court will be composed of four organs:  the Presidency, the Registry, the 

Office of the Prosecutor, and the Defense Office.1  One of the innovations of the Malabo 

Protocol is to establish a Defence Office as a separate organ of the Court, equal to the Office of 

the Prosecutor. A brief description of each organ is provided here, while a chart of the Court’s 

structure is provided below.  

 

• The Presidency.  The Presidency serves as the leadership of the African Court, 

overseeing the Court’s judicial functions and strategic operations.  The Presidency is 

headed by the President of the Court, who will be assisted by a Vice President, both of 

whom shall be elected by the Judges of the Court for a two-year term, renewable only 

once.2  The President and Vice-President will serve full-time and must reside at the seat 

of the Court.3  The President will preside over sessions of the Full Court.4  

 

• The Registry.  The Registry will be the administrative center of the expanded African 

Court, responsible for all of non-judicial aspects of the Court’s operations, including case 

management, interpretation and translation, human resources, finance and accounting, 

procurement, facilities management, support to victims and witnesses through a 

specialized Victims and Witnesses Unit, and management of the detention of suspects 

and indictees through a specialized Detention Management Unit.5  The Registry will be 

headed by a Registrar, who will be assisted by three Assistant Registrars.6  The Registrar 

will serve for a single, non-renewable term of seven years, while the Assistant Registrars 

will serve for a term of four years, renewable only once.7 Staff of the Registry, including 

the Registry and Assistant Registrars, will be appointed by the Court in accordance with 

the AU’s Staff Rules and Regulations.8 

 

• The Office of the Prosecutor.  The Office of the Prosecutor is responsible for the 

investigation and prosecution of the crimes specified in the Malabo Protocol.9  In this 

regard, the office has the power to, inter alia, question suspects, victims, and witnesses; 

collect evidence; and conduct on-site investigations.10  The Prosecutor’s Office will be 

headed by a Prosecutor and two Deputy Prosecutors, all of whom will be elected by the 

AU Assembly.11  Other staff will be appointed by the Prosecutor in accordance with the 

                                                 
1 AU, Protocol on Amendments to the Protocol on the Statute of the African Court of Justice and Human Rights 

(June 27, 2014) [hereinafter Malabo Protocol], annex art. 2, https://au.int/en/treaties/protocol-amendments-protocol-

statute-african-court-justice-and-human-rights. 
2 Id.annex art. 11 (replacing art. 22 of the Statute). 
3 Id.annex arts. 5(4), 11(5) (replacing arts. 8 and 22 of the Statute). 
4 Id.annex art. 11 (replacing art. 22 of the Statute). 
5 Id.art. 11 (adding art. 22B to the Statute). 
6 Id. 
7 Id. 
8 Id. 
9 Id. annex art. 11 (adding art. 22A to the Statute). 
10 Id. 
11 Id. 
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AU’s Staff Rules and Regulations.12  The remuneration and conditions of service of the 

Prosecutor and Deputy Prosecutors will be determined by the AU Assembly after 

consideration of the Court’s recommendation.13 

 

• The Defence Office.  One of the innovations of the Malabo Protocol is to establish a 

Defence Office as a separate organ of the Court, equal to the Office of the Prosecutor.14  

The Defence Office will ensure the rights of suspects and accused persons, as well as any 

other persons entitled to legal assistance.15  In this respect, it will provide assistance to 

defence counsel, including legal research, collection of evidence, and provision of advice; 

will ensure that there are adequate facilities available to defence counsel; and may appear 

before the Court regarding specific issues.16  The Defence Office will be headed by a 

Principal Defender, to be appointed by the AU Assembly.17 Other staff in the Office will 

be appointed by the Principal Defender in accordance with the AU’s Staff Rules and 

Regulations.18 

 

  

                                                 
12 Malabo Protocol, annex art. 11 (adding art. 22A to the Statute). 
13 Id. 
14 This is only the second time a supra-national court has created a defence office as an organ of the court, the first 

being the Special Tribunal for Lebanon.  Statute of the STL, supra note 547, arts. 7 & 13.  The Special Court for 

Sierra Leone also had an Office of the Principal Defender, though that office was part of the registry and therefore 

not an independent organ.  Special Court for Sierra Leone, Rules of Procedure and Evidence, Rule 45, 

http://www.rscsl.org/Documents/RPE.pdf.   
15 Malabo Protocol, supra note 1, annex art. 11 (adding art. 22C to the Statute). 
16 Id. 
17 Id. 
18 Id. 

http://www.rscsl.org/Documents/RPE.pdf
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Structure of the African Court of Justice and Human and Peoples’ Rights19 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                 
19 The Malabo Protocol does not explicitly provide that each deputy registrar will have responsibility for one of the 

sections of the court, nor does the Protocol specify that the deputy prosecutors will be responsible for investigations 

and prosecutions, respectively.  This information comes from Vincent Nmehielle, who was Legal Counsel of the 

African Union during part of the period during which the Malabo Protocol was under consideration. 


